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light and air, but., in reality, the lichens of the tea bush
do not cause any noticeable injury to the stems.
Leaf-like licnens are not common on tea stems and are
only likely to occur in the wettest districts. They form
irregular sheets, lobed at the edges, and usually moxe or
less curled up, attached to the stem by hairs on the under
surface. One species which is common at higher eleva-
tions la Ceylon is thin and tough, and white or yellowish
In colour.
Other epiphytic growths on the stems of the tea bush
include algae, mosses, and ferns. Microscopic algae are
almost invariably present on tea stems., though they are
not discernible to the naked eye ; but in yery wet districts
they may form a shiny green coat over the stems during
the raps, disappearing, or drying to very thin green strands,
la dry weather. Mosses and ferns need no description ; it
IB only in very humid districts that these are found in quan-
tity otx the stems of tea, and then, as a rule, only towards
the base of the bush.
Though these epiphytic growths do not in tlemselves
cause any appreciable injury to the tea bush, it is urged
that they harbour insects which may do so. The insects
take refuge under the lichens, or among the mosses, and are
sheltered by them. A farther objection is that they keep
the steins moist and so faYour the growth of fungi "whose
spores may happen to lodge among them. Both these
arguments,, however, can only refer to the leaf-like lichens,
with the mosses and ferns; they cannot apply to the flat,
totally adherent lichens "which are practically incorporated
with tie stem^ for there is no space beneath those for an
to- lodge In, It is not worth while, therefore, to
attempt to remove these flat lichens., which appear merely
as stains or thin plates on the bark. Tie kinds to be remoTed
are the leaf-like species wMcl grow away from the stem.
In Ceylon it is customary, in some of tie wetter districts,
to scatter slaked lime OTer the "bushes after pruning, to kill
these epiphytic growths. In INforthexn India tke use of
alkaline wastes ox sprays is recommended after pruning,
Such washes not only kill lictens and mosses, "but they also
destroy the eggs of insects. Failing any other method, they
may be nibbed off.